
July 1, 2009: Rodriguez Announces $32k financial assistance grant for Kickapoo

  

  Washington, DC – U.S. Congressman Ciro D. Rodriguez (TX-23) announced Wednesday
that the Kickapoo Community Development Company, LLC has received a $32,756 grant to
strengthen the tribe’s financial institutions.   

  

  “Native American communities have too often been neglected and not given adequate
resources to meet their members’ needs,” said Congressman Rodriguez. “This funding will help
further empower the Kickapoo financially.”   

  

  The Kickapoo Community Development Company, or CDC, was established in 2008 and
provides consumer loans to employees of tribal enterprises and enrolled members of the
Kickapoo Tribe. The grant announced Wednesday will allow the young organization to build its
organizational capacity, said Jesus De La Garza, CDC administrator and tribal council liaison.  

  

  “This funding will be an important step towards creating an autonomous lending institution for
the tribe,” De La Garza said. “We appreciate the Congressman’s leadership in doing things for
the tribe and recognizing our needs.”   

  

  Currently, the CDC serves as a guarantor for outside loans made to members of the tribe. The
goal is to become a self-sustaining lending institution for tribal members who may lack a good
credit rating and cannot get loans through traditional banking institutions. The Kickapoo tribe
has about 700 members, most of who live on the outskirts of Eagle Pass.   

  

  The Kickapoo grant was part of a national release announced in Kyle, South Dakota at the
Lakota Trade Center by U.S. Treasury Department officials. Native American community
development financial institutions will receive a combined $8 million to serve economically
distressed communities.   
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